[The importance of echocardiographic evaluation in patients treated with cardiac pacing].
This study evaluated the usefulness of echocardiographic evaluation in the selection of optimal atrioventricular delay (AVD) in DDD-paced patients. We discussed the influence of various AVD programming on systolic and diastolic left ventricle function. The detrimental effect of diastolic mitral regurgitation (DMR) on stroke volume was emphasized. Clinically useful echocardiographic methods of optimal AVD selection and prevention of DMR was discussed.